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J:tegular readers of IANTERN will rio doubt have noticed that in the last 
few issues there has been a dearth of UFO mderi11l. This has been for a numb­
er of reasons but as from the next edition of IAITTERN we are pleased to tell 
you that :there Will be a regular IUJ?O Supplement/:1elJSletter t vlhich "d.ll con­
tain details of East Angliar.1. UFO repox·ts both past and present,. 

�logies are offered to the editors of all mar,s that exch��ge with LANTERN 
for the non-appearance of cm lExchango H2gazine: secticn in this edition. This 
is due solely to the shortage of space and the section will b� resumed in the 
next edition of U.NTERN. On the subject of exchange mags it was with regret, 
not to men�j,on surprise, that vJG learned of the H5_nding�up of 'PIC\ITNNARD t, 
which was in many uays a sister publication of ours in that it was the ohly 
other regional magazine in the country besidGS IANTER�'J� Uncer the guiding 
hand of Vince Russett it vras a first class rc:aeazine and att.ained many features 
both in content and presentation that LiiNTERN i2 still str�_ving to achieve. At 
the time of writing the reason for 'PICWINNI:.RDS z demise is not known. 

As I was compiling the material for this issue I suddenly realised that, 
by pure coincidence (you t 11 have to take my 1..rord for that l ) , it ms taking on a 
!Norwich flavour', with both of the main articles featuring that city. Now it 
has come to my knowledge that an interesting exhibition is being held in that 
city from October I5th to the 26th. The exhibition� which "t-d.ll be in the Long 
Gallery of the Theatre Royal, features the vater colour pai.ntings, prints and 
dra�s of Oliver Caldecott m��y of which have been used to Illustrate the 
book 1EAST ANGLIA: vJaJ: .. lfJp.g the 1-.?JL.lin/2§__illld a.ntt§ll.Lt..�-�!ill.', by Shirley Toul­
son. The exhibitiqn also marks the launcing of H3 To:1lsonts book, which, I un­
derstand, is the first in a planned series. Not having eeen the book I can't. 
say much about except to quote from publicity literature 11.uShirley Toulson 
describes !the lley iine 1 1..ralks which can be made in East Anglia ·- from the 
northern coas t of No;rfolk through Suffolk and Cambridgeshi.re into Hertfordshire: 
the Peddars Way, the .. Icknield Hay_, the Puddingstone Track, the Salters Way, the· 
mysterious grundles, and the enigmatic and controversial terrestrial zodiacs. 

And her descriptions are not evocative merely, thsy take us through time 
as wll as space .. ... Anq in his drawings, Oliver Co.ldecott, has not attempted 
to illustrate her text ·but rather to evoke· the Eart i\nglian landscape ••• 11 

Which all sounds very intriguing, so if you tre in Norwich between the 15th 
and the 2�th pop into the Theat· .. r·J Royal and kke a look, The; book too will be 
on sale t1�ere (I don 1 t know the r,rice ) , but it! s publis::ed by Wild wood House 
ltd. Wellr that 1s it for this tine, might sea you in Norwichq ....... . 

Ivan Bunn. 
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TALES OF OID WITCHCRAFT IN SUFFOLK 
In his. book 1In The Footste s of Borrow & Fitz erald' Morley Adams tells 

the tale of a girl who lived at Loddon Norfolk , who had been bound over to 
the Devil. The girl showed no inclination to Witchcraft other than dreaming-up 
a charm to teach children to read, which she ceased at the bidding of, the local 
rector. ' ' 

. Of her mother, th� locals told that she had two or three imps, bat-winged, 
rat-like and sometimes resembling human-kind. One of their functions . was to 
bite .the breasts of women who wanted to become witches. When the old lady died, 

. she gave the boxed-up imps to her daughter telling her to let them bite her 
·breasts. But when the1daughter refused, and her mother died, the unbidden cur­

iosity of others present caused the girl to throw the imps on the fire where, 
p�sumably, they died. However, the story ends -when a 11strange man" qame along 
and carried the girl off. The locals said it was Satan, of course! · 

.another tale is told of an Ipswichian who was ste�ped in \dtchcraft,; 'Who 
turned his lore to the service of justice. Old Winter was his name and he lived 
sometime at the end of the ISth century. The story goes· that a farmer, anxious 
to put a· halt to the purloining of wood from his yard, 9onsulted Old Winter for 
assistance. The two kept watch one night and saw a labourer who dwelt mearby, 

:slink in and make off with a heavy piece ot timber across a field to a stile 
\rhich led to his home. Old Winter must have bewitched the stile because . the 
thief �s unable to cross it, and instead meandered around in circles to the 
point of exhaustion. At last 6ld Winter broke the spell by speaking to the � 
fortunate fellow a.nd talahng away the stolen wood. Presumably after that the 
farmer was no longer troubled by thieving in the night • 

. R. A • Ha.xell 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + GLEANINGS F�� LOWESTOFT+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
+ ' ' ; ' • 
+ · ,  

I.EISTON: REMARKABLE DISCOV:ERY OF HUVJAN BO!'iES: Alterations are being 
.
atfec- + 

+ ted at the rear of the premises tenanted by Mr. Stephen }face, grocer ru1d dra- . + 
+ per, �f High Street., and on Thursday last, while excavating for the formation + 
+ of a sub�err�ean cumminication between two warehouse, o.t about 4 fe.et beneath + 
� the·sur.face1 in a stratum of sandy deposit the workmen came upon a heap of + + loose field stones of uniform size, evidently carefully collected for·.the + 
+ purpose, qnd' laid with much regularity one upon the other. These on being + 
� carefully removed exposed to view; placed in an inverted. position, a term ., 
+ cotta vase of very primitive lll£lnufacture and design resembling the appearance + 
+ of a founders crucible, but of larger diameter, and, at the mouth .pf a greii- + 
+ er inclination inwards. Upon examination this relic of bygone days proved to + 
+ contain ossified fragments pronounced by Dr.E.D.vJallis, t.o be the remains of + 
+ an adul :t human frame • Severnl vertebrae, a knee cap and the upper portion of + + a thigh bone are clearly distinquishable• ••• October IIth, !87.3. + 

+ Nl'T;.\CKED - IN THEIR OVJN Bt·�cXYI:.ID : When darkness falls; fear and misery el:l� 1 
+ the home of Mt-. & Mrs. George Chapman at 7 Alma Street, Lowestoft. For a large + 
+ op;:l. is preying on their .minds. It sits on their back gate o.nd if anybody goes + 
+ outside it pounces• ";rt •s a vivioua bird, 11 said Mr• C�pman, who has. already + 
+ been attacked three times. When he went to put his bicycle away in the shed on + 
_+ Sunday the bird landed on his neck and dug its claws in. 11 It 1 s really uner\ring2+ , 

+ said Mrs •. �bie Chapman. 11As soon as it gets dark I dare not move out of the. + 
+ back door •••• Mrs. Cha.pman is afraid of letting her white poodle, Tiffen, out,;. • 
+ side. Her husband takes it out into the yard for her- and he goes armed ldth + 
+ a broom. Mr. Cha.pman explain.ed that the bird is living in an old fish 'curing + 
+ shed at the bottom of his neighbour's garden. Every evening about 5 o'clock + 
+ it comes and sits on the garden gate, and sometimes it moves on to their bec1- + 
+ room window sill. He was advised by RSPCA chief inspector K�n Smith to' tl'lro1r + 
+newspaper at the bird and frighten it away; but has had no success. Mr.Smith + 
+ Said that if the owl continues to plague the Chapman, he will capture it, + 

+ take it into the. country and let it loose there. Then perhaps the Chapmans + 
+ will be able to. go out of their back door w.ith an easy mind. -Jan. I9, Io/79. + 

4++++.++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ ++++ ++ 
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PART THREE 
P£RCY NASH & the Geomancy of Norwich� � � • .  

by 
Michael W. Burgess 

'· 

,•.· . '  ·' .;Ln. t��l�.¥,:�-,'issue of LANTERN 
·! expressed the hope that 'W9 would 
be able this time to reproduce the 
'Whole contents of e. paper on Nor- · 

folk geomancy b,y Percy Ne.sh,Yhieh 
was first published as a single 
pamphlet in. I920 by the . Norfolk 
News Company. Unfortunately, vari­
ous printing difficulties have 
ruled this out, so I will instead 
attempt to outline some of Nash's 
theories on the subject, particu­
larly with reference to Norwich. 
We have managed to reproduce in a 
redraw form the plan that eccom-' 
panied his paper, which 'Wi�l-help ' 

to gi-ve some idee. of the ancient measurements that Nasl'l, · •re-· 
discovered t and applied to the landscape of Norfolk. 

Peroy A. Nash has himself proved rather elusive, in that I can dis-
cover little if any- thing about his life or · character. The reason for, this . 
is probably that he was what Walter eye {see Part 2, last issue) called a ttFor-. 
eigner11 to Norfolk. He was a professional architect and surveyor (member of the 
Norfolk & Norwich Association or Architects); at one time assistant to th,. Nor­
wich City Engineer, and a member of the Norfolk and Norwich Archaeol�gic�l Soc­
iety, for whom he supervise:d the excavations in I9IO/II of the Sack:friar's and 
Blackfriar's Conventual buildings in the City. He first puts in'.ail ' appearanee in 
the early I900•s, with a number of letters to the 1Eastern Daily Press r'·on the 
Supposed ROman origins of Norwich, let8ers which wre to be the basis of his 

_later pamphlet . After I930, I can find· no trace of him anywhere in �or�olk. 
Although a contemporary of Alfred \.Jatkins, and a witness to the great de­

bate that followed the publication of 'Early British Trackways f and . t'The Old 
Straight Track ' , he appears to have ignored a�!Ilost totally Watk�s t theories on 
the evolution of Ley line, choosing instead to rely on the Ro�s as the origi­
nators of all landscape alignments. His claims can readily be �ummedwup as Fol-
lows:-

' 

·· o.) That Norwich was t�e capital of a vast triangular segm,nt of ianci laid­
out by the Romans in the f�rs t century AD, know as tven ta Icenoru.m t & 

b) That the walled enclosure of Caistor St• Edmuhd a few mile� to the south 
was placed in the centre of this triangle to guard the twin river-peninsulars of 
Norw.ich and Shotesham,, . . : . 

c) That •venta Icenorumt, covering an area of some I25 :square miles, w.s 
surveyed in accordan�e with very ancient units of measureme*t, the roots 6f 
which he found to be embodied in the dimensions of the Grea� P,yramid. 

d) That Norwich and ita City wallswas laid out as an eiact copy of ancient 
Rome. · 

I 
· 1 : , . 

I • 

In the light of �he archaeology of his day, his first two claims are fairly out-
rageous,. trgugh *ot overly so. The latter claims engendered some con idera� 
controver� in t�e area, but in general he emerged 'With his reputati n intact. 
This wpuldl seem iargely due to the endorsement of his ideas by l'l.G .. c arke and 
Walter JWe, both� of whom' 

wre eminent archaeologists o.nd·· -historians, nd highly 
respected in East_ Anglia. Clarke indeed was moat impressed, a.nd put his opinion 
on record for the public in the •EDP r of August 30, I9I9. R;re however, whilst 
find� no fault with Nash's measurements and calculations, in his 'Norfolk Es­
says' .volumes 4 & 6 cas ts doubt on the identity of the original surveyors. lt 
was lfle's· contention that an Italian surveyor in the employ of one Simon de 
Hethersett actually p:lanned out the city walls in the early I300.1s, using the 
Romari methods suggested by Percy Nash. In their time however6 the question was 
never satisfactorily resolved, and Nash continued his belief in the Romans. ·' 

.. H� maintaj,tied that Caistor was a military post set to gaurd 'Venta', with 
Taabl.rgh camp on its southern flank and Burgh Castle. protecting the eastua.ry. 

. · . 



In only the lotter case was he even partly correct. Tnsburgh, �t seems, was in 
truth an Iron Age hillfort, nnd any Roman connections �·purely superficial; 
whilst Caistor, in total opposition to Nash, has proved to be 'rventa Icenorum' 
itself: a W'llled town built by the Romans to house the native Iceni tribes af­
ter their decimation following Boudicca•s uprising in AD 6I. The old dietich; 
ncnistor was a City whan Norwich was none; And Norwich \!as built of Caistor 
stone", which Na.sh totally rejected, has proved to have some validity. He gave 
vent to his feelings on the subject in the 'EDBt of July 16, I928, in an arti­
cle on Caistor which also featured the first photograph of the camps interior, 
i ts streets o.nd buildings outlined in the corn by sepulchral, almost glowing, 
straight lines. This phenomenon of the 11 wh1 te lines in growing corn" had been 
known for over 60 years, but it took an excentric geomancer like Na.sh to int­
erpret them correctly. It was at the urging of he and Basil Cozens-Hardy that 
the first aerial photograph �s taken, revealing for the first time the true 
nature of Caistor Camp. 

Eight years previously, in I920� the Norfolk News Company decided to und­
ertake the publication of his Norfolk master-work, entitled tThe Roman Survey 
ofNorldch; the Capital of 'Venta Iceno:rum, with a Plan Showing the Geometrie 
Details of the Survey. r Although a slim paper of only seven pages, it certain­
ly 11stirred-:-UP a hornets nest11 of orthodox opinion for some time. 'fhe plan 
(which we have reproduced opposite) shows only the Norwich portion of the Nor­

folk Survey, but it is, I think, sufficient to demonstrate the breadth of 
Nash ts imagination. He says that the "distances quoted are geometrically exact'' 
and I can only' hope that our reproduction is accruate enough for others to tr­
ace on a large-scale OS map. As shown by the scales, Nash used in his research 
the four " ancient long measures .. which he said he discovered in the geometry of 
the Great Pyramid, viz: "the geographical (nautical) or degree mile, the Brit­
ish statute mile, the Roman mile of Strabo ••• and the 'cross-interval', so named 
by me because I found it dividing Il\Y re•established cross siReS in th& circuit 
round the outermost circle of Norwich". It is obvious that he lmew his Piazzi 
Smyth wll enough, and equally obvious that both were sadly deluded. As be says 
"the centre of the ·castle is the central starting point or 'Miliarium aureuml 
of the Roman mile distances." He was convinced that Norwich Castle had an ult-

. imately Roman foupdation, and that the remains of e. Roman Norwich could be 
found about I2-I3 feet beneath the present city. Again, he was 'N!'ong. 

His contention that Norwich was an exact copy of ancient Rome I find the 
most bizarre, and so did a lot of others , He based his theory on the angular 
and measured similarities bet-ween various features of the Norwich landscape, 
and that around Rome. For instance: "Norwich is !8 miles from the sea; so is 
Rome; and is situnted in two loops of an S-sho.ped winding of its river exactly 
like Rome." He compo.red the Co.stle to Rome's Pantheon; Coslany Bridge over its 
former islands to the lCestius Bridgel; Chapel Field (gardens) to the Capite­
line Hill, ond Caistor Comp to the 1Castra Proetoria• outside Rome; all these 
plus many metrical relationships that he saw as revealing a Ro�.n Surveyor's 
ho.nd in its layout. 

For a professional architect and surveyor himself, Percy Nash displ�ed a 
curious lack of professionalism, and indeed accurncy, in many of his state­
ments. In his Ca.istor Ca.mp article of I928� he nlledges that the "centre line 
of the district of Venta. Icenorum" is an o.lignment on which can be found the 
following six churches: Burgh Castle, Limpenhoe, Cla.xton, Hellington, Framing­
ham Earl and Dunston. Walter Rye in his'Norfolk Essayst (Mr.Nash's Roman Sur• 
vey of Norfolk',pt.6, I928,pp.455/7) compounds this b,y stating that East Carle­
ton and wymondha.m churches are also on the line, both of which cl�ims are wil­
dly irutce�mate, as anyone can see b,y tracing it on the OS mnp. Although he 
thought it a "curious point", Na.sh firmly believed that these and other ancient 
churches, standing as they do on his survey lines, indicated "the si tee on 
which the ra.grimensor', or surveyor, erected ·his ranging poles." After this 
the sites -were of block-houses, built to carry signalling beacons for defena­
ive purposes, and because of the taboo on destroying landmarks, they eventually 
became sanctified sites on which were built our churches. 

"After a quarter of a century's study or the matter I h�ve satiafied �-

4. 
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self ••• that after the RolliDXl,s had conquered a count;cy- they thoroughly surveyed 
i� and then prepared a compr�ensive military survey on which they laid out the 
poai�ions of their fortresses� camps and roads over the whole . co��r,r ••• these 
cafups were usually spaced at 20 Roman _l!liles ·apart." Percy A. No.sh was a lone 
researcher, with no influence tllat J .ean find by .any of his contemp�r[lrie.s such 
as �lack or 1'-blella.n.-Hann, and with an imagination that kne� fE}l-J bo\illdfl-; A pity 

�.:,·;t· ,�the� for his adopted county that his Ilfi�yety and singulari�y of: _thought ,should 
'-:::blind him so •.. 'But then he was, after all, a mar of his day. 

. - . 

• . t . 

o o o o o ti\ -a' _o o o o o o o o o o· o. o o :o o o o o o o o o b o o o o· o ··.(S o o o o 
() . . . MYSTERY OF THE : LIGHTS - ·: _ · r: · -"· o 
.q ¥olice '-l:t:re rizystified by' rep9rts�;laat night-' -of lights flashing across .the·;; 0 
o river De ben'\ Members_ of ·the' r)trbl:ic at Wo_odbridge quay_side told the poUoe\'T 0 
o of lights flashing, in a morse code fas�ion, from the' Sutton side· of· the 0 
o river. People living in houses at Sutton: knew nothing of the lights. ·· '' •.:: 0 
O' Finally a.j�(:>licenian beamedi:� searchlight and the flashing then stopped• 0 
o Was it a faUlty light>in .one· of the houses at Sutton? ·Or was it youngst��S: 0 
o having some ·fun? .·Poli-ce 'just don tt' know. A police spokesman soid today, .\, ;: 0 
o "-Nothing else haf:f'come• to light•� 11 :.. Ipswi-eh Evening Star; February ,20 .:A979 ° 
o o o o o o o o q o o o._:9· o o o. o o o ,o -•� 9 o .o o o o o o () o. ,o o o o o._o 
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-r-�.:r i#: .··�: �CHOES FROM THE PAST -N<?2 a:: 

.. 'OL'D �LUN7)��HA2AR.7J' 
IVANA.�BUNN . .  � 

. ' ' q 
.- .. . ._ As. alrready'noted in 
: the first part of -this ar­

ticl�, John Blennerhassett 
of Barsham was the son of 

, Sir Thomas Blennerhassett 
(I46I-I5IO) of Frenze b,y 

. his second wife, Jane. In 
turn, Sir Thomas Wa.s the 

.. . .. son of another John (I424-
I5IO) of' Frenze, who, by his first wife had a son Robert, of Princethorpe ih 
Warwicksh.i�. Robert married Hargaret Kempe of Gissing, Norfolk, and: she bore 
him th�e sons, the youngest of -v1hom was Hilliam Blennerhassett and cousin of 
John BleJ:lller�ssett of Barsham. It is this William who forms th� ).i.Pk with the 
Norwich end of the 'Blunderhazard r legend. · · ·· · · · ·  

. Just across the river Wensum, to the north east of the City of Norwich,and 
immediately outside the City boundary (of which the Wensum is part) lies. tb:e 
hamlet of Pockthorpe, This hamlet was originally part of the adjoining mano:r of 
Thorpe, but Bishop Herbert (I096-III9) took the manor of Thorpe ";i.n:to his own 
hands and gave part of. it ... •Pokethorp' or 'Little Thorpe' - to the monks of 
Norwich. By the year-I306, so-a: narrative. tells us, the manor house and lands 
of'Pockthorpe were known.as, 'Honk�? Grange, and in the accounts of the Prior 
of Norwich· for 15351 'Monks Grange1 also called 1The Lathes Yard' (derived 

-- from •Lathys r or 'Leet t) 'Was still in the monks 1 occupation. However, their 
· ·  tenancy was soon to come to an end, for after the Dissolution in 1538 the Dean 

and Chapter demised part of the lands of tHonks Grange' to Dame Jane Calthorp 
(William Blennerhassett1s half-sister) and the 1Moru{s Grange' itself was leased 
to qneHugh Haryson, Yeoman, His leese being for 40 1es.rs. 

: In I55I, William Blen­
' nerl:iassett first appears or 

· · the iscerie; he purchased the 
· reJll8lining 29 yeare of Hary­

son ' Is lea�e and then, to­
gethier Wl. th the lands of 
Mo�s Grange assigned to 
him �Y Dame Gal thorp_, he su . 
rrenfered bot1 ·!leases and 
obta · · ed a fr sh one for 80 
year • This 1 a

. 
se describes 

the ands as: 
5. 
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I 
0 ••• all that lathe ,,.Ye.rde in -.r-. _ . -��� ::· 
Poc1tthorpar ••• 'With all the Pockthorpe �te 

:- - · 

pasturyng and fedyng of the . _ . );.::_. ··,·: .. . ·  · 
.... . 

same yard, an all the houses �---.:�.--._lt-, 
· - - .  <, : : :<:;-;��� · 

and ed:ifyngs . yng edi£ye4 and buylded . . .. -� o{�')':,;. ;};• ' . ; ';_))/:/ .. 
at the day an date 'o.f·.the said deed ••• wi'thin; _ ... , ' -�·"'::.o� :�· 

_ -� � upon the eyd La the yard. u" · · - . ��>... �, -.r , -:� House - "'f-1 .. -
o-, . ' ·  \ · ·•M::>nke G e' and r Lathes Yard r stayed in the ·_ . '. :: '- : .... , >;_: 78 

•·,-��-':� · . Blenner!lasset. fam� from W�lliam1s f;irst lease ·or :J;?-5!�-,., . '�'· ::;.,.--:-··-·-_,_'· __ 

· ·  -� �til the death of h1.s grea�great-grandson,. Edward, in · :-�-,. -· . .  '· · -.r----
.\1 · 17.02. It is hardly surprising that during this long . l 

•. ' • ' -' . psrioa or occupation 'Monks Grange I became Iliore . 
,i· · e9riundW.y· kno.� as ·r&esett ts House t or Hall. , .... , .. "··n . .... . . ·. h. f.. ·t·· 'al r· th' t' 1 I Hcssetts 

_ .  ur:mg m:1 searc o�-� ��l. . or 1.s ar 1.c e, . . ''Tower · 

came racross the _foil_o'\olil'lg _:reter�nc�. to. the 'Blunderhazarq' . . 
.· . .  �egend':izi: the Supplenien·t� vo;L�,9f tThe House of Gournayt by. 

' �. {  

Dtmiel • Cktmey,- published · in· I858· - This . is the earliest reference 
I have been· able to find. to the :J;egens}. _ 'Gurney writes,_. concerning 

· · . ...: 

•.j 

./. 

-H�ssett's:House: .- · · · ·  · · 

-�;�,' . : 11 ••• it was descri�ed_ to me, by. an�ld �-and -woman, 
Bishops l 

·:. . · .. nmme.<f: Nelson, who are. Poctonans (:patJ.ves of Pock.-. . Gate .·· -
_ thorpe) as· a brick building''·\dth:-a_.courty� before it'· .•. :;-;;��­. and. a f).ight of stone steps up to �he-.. door� It was s:u,r..;;. . ' "  

... rolfllded· by· a. large walled garden ••• '(a). .. �t�e · · 
. ,

: 
·, . · . 

. ,( · tal� � th�t- old· 'Hassett r often 'rode r ; · ' SHOWING POcKTHORPE/CITY 
. �- , _ . 

in :hi�. coac.h anq four ·over Bishop Gate; �d- './ .. _ · BOUNDARY ··· _ ,wh�n'.t�e- �ip.lJas·cracked, flashes t?f fire c�··out ... 
(: · :·_: -�ch_�U�ted tl;le ·-whole city ••• ''· 

,. ,. · 

In a fp,otnot,e�··0n: �he same· 'Pe,gej the author adds: . ·  ' (' . 

11.4, l�e �raditi�n e:xi$�S. ·at �r��am, .i� $�folk, 'Whe:r;e it is beleived 
iQld· :Blunqerhazard'· drives out,.every Ohr1.stmas Eve JUSt before mi� 

· · night in a ·cqaoh anq �b, ·.to visit Hass�tt1s toVJer a:t<.-Norwich, � 
-- .: 1 • t� ;returnt.o. ®sham be'fore he may snuff· the lliOming-•airi- The &rslham 
.,,.._stO-i-Y �es the horses \dthout heads �a::'y$t. 'fire flashing out or 

•. . thefr nostrils." . · · 
-· .; - : ·. ' ·· · ·· · . 

Thi�C tfiEm link�··the .two legends. together; and'ln .the same book I discovered the 
whe:Nii���··p:r j t-Ha;s&e-�r's .. To'WI?r� in Norwich• :au�eyw.dtes: · . . ".��Q--l-os.Ef.a:t. hand:to.Hassett1s Hall, but on the other s1de of the nver� 

· riv�r,' �-��··P'fssett '.� .. �owe!: no-w remaining. It is in St. Helens 
Parish, 84dJi,s' lnOJ;e cqmmbn;l.y called 'Cow Towr r •• •" . . 

· "•.· ' ·· / He.f.e• then, is the final piece of the 
-,_, '·· Blu!iderha.zard jigsaw. �ow�r, unli.ke the 

)to:wer at Ba.rsham, this tower· has no conn-
. j ecltions '(except legendary) 'With the Blen- . 

nerhassett family. As Gurney s�s, it 
stands opposite the site of Hassett1s 
House/ on the City side of the Wensum. It 
is more commonly known as I Cow Tower I (the 
origins of this name probabiy date from 

' · , -. .  

the IIth century when the whole marshy(as 
it was then) area adj oining the river here 
was used as cattle pasture and was called 
ICowholm). Cow Towr stands on the most 
north easterly ti,p of. tCowsholm'. The to-

: � . .  

·:.:/_ 

{' .-.-:'· 

wer here, u..'1like that llt Barsham1 predates 
the Blenrierhassettsby mariy centuries; it 
was originally built t9 command the river 
at this point and fo:r the qollection of 
tolls belonging to t.he Prior. It ws also 
used_as a prison. Lt.fell.,.irito di8-use 
'When a :ti.ew toll�house was 'built and was as-

' 6.- . ,  . - '· . · . 

J 



signed to the nearby hospital .. The towr became more nnd more ruinous until, in 
I3781 the Master of the Hospital conveyed it to· th� City ,(by the. !Ul.me of the 
' Great Tower ' called 'The Du.rJ.geon I )  forever. It was rebuii t at great expense by• : 
the City and 'W3.S finished in I390. To what purpose the City put the tower is 
uneer.tnin, but consi9,ering its very s trategic position at the very bend of· the 
riv'er ,, -i t was almost. certainly 'used as part of the City ' s defence s .  In 1565 ,-· 
at t·he ·time Willinm Blennerha.ssett was re siding just across the river, it t.l8s 
leased to Lord Mal travers , but for vJhat purpose is .not recorded. The tower sta.... 
ands 52 feet high anq 24 fee t  wide with a large s taircase on the south , side 
(see illustration facing p . 4) Apart from the top which was knock�d about daring 

Kett ' s  rebellion in 1549, the tower today is in a very good state of· pres�rva­
tion - it is built of red brick and s till presents a very imposing sight . How 
i t  came to be called : 1 Hass etts Tower is not known; even Gurney writing in I85e 
can only suppose : · 

11 • • • it was probably named Hasse tts Tower from being inhabited by some 
of the Blennerhasse tts at some period; or perhaps the ·command of it 
entrus ted to them. , . 1 1  > r • 

But, as already noted, there iS' no evidence (apart f:rom the legend) to link the 
to�r with the Blennerhassett family. "'� · 

It · is intere s t ing to speculate whe ther : the legelld o:f fOld Ha.s sett 1 riding 
over

- B�shops Gate is part of the story of ' 01:d Biund�rhll.i�rd 1 riding from Bar­
sham and ba.ck. In my opinion it is · not  • .  It seems thaf both legenQ.s are se per!} 
ate �though perhaps wi th 
a common oriein (Barshnm? ) • 

. The· reason that . .  I do not 
· tnink the 13ishops Gate s ta-. ,- -.. ..  

/ ry l.s a ccmti,ntw.tion of thE - ., 
· Baisham st:ori, tp.e ' other . .  / 

. . 
_ .  �. ' ..... ·, 

end l so to speak, is s imp.- , � 
ly because in the I6th cen.;.. 
turi when, and if, Thomas ........_J,.,.-.,, 

Blennerhas sett rode from 
. Barsham to C ow/Hassetts 
. Tower, his j ourney would 
not have taken him over 
Bishops Gate . His route 
would , almos t certainly hav• 

. . · · ·been tram· · Barsh<J.m to Bun­
gay ; �  and from thence to 
Norwich by 'Way '  df what is 
now the. BIJ}2 ; ,  �p4i�ring thf 

f \ ' e�.ty · a ·  the :  sout� _ py,  e,ith.­
" < er c Berj Street:: Ge:te or Co- · 

nisford ·Gat$ • Once in the 
. . .

' 
:o , � Gd. ty :hw \iduld have j ourn- J . . . . eyed northw�rds, · passed . . . . 

. 
. . . .. _ 

. . the . cast!ef through 'l'ombland t the Cathedral and than east�qs 
,A-l'though· bif j ourney 1 would hav taken fairly qlose to Bishop$ . .  

· ;have had no 1 ne ed to �ross it - unle ss of course he wanted to · Rouse : acros� the ri v r in Pockthorpe . To get · there from the 
c �rtainly h$.ve invol ed crossing by Bishops Gate, this being 

_ route . Gurn,y r s  (the 1 olde s t )  version of the 1 Qld Has se t t ' �- "'Jf-'"'.,.'4 • 
the phantom : coach enJers the City via Bis hops Gate - for 
to do this '$n route · · or Ha.ssetts Tower from Barsham a detour 
or so ._ wou19 ' be' involved. • ' ·  

If th� , Bars ham and Poc.kt orpe legends are garbled _ ·  · 

$ toty • .  t�eri i 'We can narrow the . origins down . .  to i one short . 
. �he . period �en Bleimerhasset s wre livi� _ <;:oncurre�tl�� 7.t , 

.. would . place . �t  bet-vJeen ci550 d I598, wh.J.ch dates tJ.e J.tl · exe.c 
. < , .Blennerhass�tt of Ba.rsham an his 'Cache and Cache Horses ' ,  · . also with the 

reP,.od in which Wl.lliam Lived at Hassetts House. He died the:Jr6 1 in �598 (the 
7.  



same year that Thomas sold his house and alLJlis lands at Barsham) and, as aJ.,... 
ready s ta6ad, · he ' l'7aS the cousin of Thomas ' s .f8;ther1 • J.ohn (who died at Barsham in 
!573 ) .  William made his will on December 5, ,. X598, with a c odicil dtited December 

·7  - and from these comprehensive documents there can be lit tle doubt that he 
was a walthy, god-fearing man of some s tanding . There is nothing in his will to 
suggest a close link with his cousin ' s  f8Illily late of Barsham for none of th9m 
are mentioned as beneficeries .  The · will was proved at No:nvich on December 22nd; 
I598. 

. 
.· . 

. A whole book could be writ ten about the life and times of Wiili� . Blenner .... 
ha

.

ssett of
. 

· Pockthor

_

pe, but as there is notl:ling relevant _to link him irec tiy 
with 1 0ld Blunderhazard ' of Barsham,t no point would be served by rec unting it 
all here .  · .  

· To summarise then, it seems · b.s .. if ' Old Blunderhazard r of BB.l:"sham was in 
fac t  Thomas Blennerhass e tt (ci54�1599)  of Barsham who specifida1ly mentioned 
a coach and horse. in his will • There also exis ts, in .fact, a to"Wer at. Norwich 
kno'wn, amongst other name s ,  as �&.ssett 1 s  Towr 1 as in the lege.Q.d• However; 
there also exis ted at Barsham another tower !mown as I Blennerhassett. ta Tower r 
which belonged to that family and formed part of the ou..t-buildings of .their 
home at Barsham Hall . In view of the fac t that .this tower ha$ · clos& and defi� · . 
ite lin.ks v.i:th the family, . where as the tower at Norwich has none that . C'ai1 be 
founcl; I am: stiill s trongly . tempted to conj ecture tha_t early versions: of the 
Blunderhaz.ard )fegend, could they be re surrec �ed, would tell that the · . phantom 
c oach went froni Barsham to NonJich and the l3ACK to Has s e t t  t s To\<Jer• :A:s  the :sar::. · 

sham . ro�r� Yh�Ch stood in a ver:( ObSCUre p'Os'i'tion at �?e best Of �imes, SlOVly . 
fell 1nto ruin;1 the current versJ.on of thelegend came J.nto being SJ:!nply . be­
cause there wa� a very prominent tower close where ano ther, related, family of 
Blenner�sse tt� lived at NorvJic h ,  It seems that 1 Hassetts Tower ' at Norwich 
got its name f�om the legend rather than the other �y round • .  I have found no 
no reference -e�rlier than Gurney 1 s in I858 of this tower being so named ... r Th� 
Dungeon ' ,  •Hos ital Tower t and, mos t common of all, ' C ow- Towr ' �  ·but never 
iHassetts T_ owe t • .  Perhaps even the legend of 1 0ld He.ss e tt r riding ove_r Bishops 
gate is _ a  much later story and a garbled version of the Barsham 'legend? · · 

. Before wir}ding-up this account of ' Old Blunderhazard 1 it is worth noting 
a eouple, . of ghqst-stories associated with ' Hasset

.
ts House 1 at Poc.kth,orpe, as 

recounted by Dqniel Gurney in I858 • One of his ' old Poctorj,ans" tdld him that 
his brother wa� ... . . · . 

" l. • .when young, in Hassett 1 s  Hall , and saw an apparition of 'a ·d&ad 
body roll across the room. � , 1 1 

· 

The wife of hi� informant also recalled that -
" • • •  there was a closet in the old mansion 1 hich had never been opened, 

and no one !mew what was there, and the doors of two rooms had been · 

plastered-up - in attempting to open which, two people had paen Str-
. __ .. uek blind • • •  11 

· • · 

Alas, w s hall never !mow the secre t of the sealed rooms and clpse t, for 
in 1792 Hassetts House was demolished and on the site was buil't tQ.e ' new t cav­
alry_  bar:r:-a<?ks, the boundaries of which coincided exactly wi th · the . lalids of the 
house . The barracks hospital was built on the site of the . house itself, and 
this too inherited the reputation of be ing haunted, with the soldiers therein 
being disturbed by 11 s trange apparitions" (of what, we ere not told) .  Time mar-. 
ches on : howev�r, and today the cavalry barra<!ks ere just a memory �-· wh.l3re once 
stood William' Blennerhas.sett  's  orchard and gardens i s  now a new . housing estate, 
whils t  the site of his house and · lathes Yard has now been landscaped end pl,an.­
ted with t�es - no longer · do the windswept commons of Mous-el;lold Heath swap 
down to tha -very back door of the house as 'they did 40� years ago for the land­
hungey_ tentaclee of Norwi"�h hav.e swallowed all, and today. Pocktho�pe is: j ust a 
part of Norwich, indistinquishable from the •mole ; There is thdugh1 amongst 
all -eyi�. roar . of modern Norwich, just one small· link with Ha ssetts Hou6e still 
re���. In' a parliamentary survey of I649 . w are told that the house . and 
y�s · �re E!n:l.closed by: a stone wall . When the barracks were built' pS.rt or this 
wafi wa� · indbtporated . into the Barrack wan, 1 am r<today it has been integrated 
into the modei-n · landscaping of yhe site �- TtF ::Jttmds on the nor:th sidEf of the 

8�  
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be tween . Barrack Stre e t  (onc,e �ocktho'rpe 
. . 
Stre e t ) roia ·�tifhey

. 
Rdad., A' . s�all· Cul:de_ 

sac not - far from here is called 1 Hassett$.JJlose 1 • • •  0f .the ghosts? • •  -.- .Nothing 
has been seen for IJ$ny a long day •. ,. • •  ,. ;

, \ · · -� :  · · 
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l{eading about Blennerhasse.tt l �r Tower I wondered whether· the t;owr is on a 

tey llri.�? I understa:nd .now that these towers acted as ' receiyers 1 ,  eg witche� 
- 1 and wizar:ds wore c oni

.

cal hat s  and -
_
received telepatl:J.:i.c message-s . .  .:.. or t:up.e_ d _ in to 

the - Cosmic concious . Jhe shape {as pyramids and the shape of gnome ' s  ppinted 
heads ) is important . The shape receives and preserves traJ;lf)mitted massfAges ,and 
teachings of Wisdom rx:om the other world beings/s.pace-pe_ople/gods. WheJther ' :,. 
beleive this or not., :r,; is � people built towers, ;spires to churche•� pyramids, 
wore dunces hats: e tc .  etc . Do yo1,1 think the Blenna:rr�asse t t r s 'I.!Jere •.�s� t people 
and. acted as advisors/spiritual guide s to the r1,1ral ,folk - from spiri-tual wis­
domgiven to them via their tower. Of course the tower would have tp look like a 
s tore or a pigeon cote eta;, ' because otherwise the Blennerhassetts woo.ld be de­
emed 'Witches by the Es tablishment. Perhaps they turned their , wisdom to · their 
own ends and used it against.  the pe ople rather than for them; I expect if' the 
tower is on o. lE>y-line, tha;t:,!s •. what it would have been u;3ed for ·.: · whether for 

· good or bad, or a mixture, 1: 'Wotildn 1 t  know or guess ; ,  but of �oi.ir8e it would 
have been a gret secret, the purpose of the tower, in that case no �nder no­
body knows today. 

Crystal Hogben 
NOTE : Regarding ley line s through Hassetts Tower at Barshrun,' )o(i.ke Burgess says 
that quite a good ley runs for 4. 1 miles from Barsham to H�s, running from 

�-

' ,. , 



SSE to NW, at an orientation of 4° 4'  west of mag .  north, incorporating the fol­
lowing points : I )  Holy Trinity Cl).urch, Barsham. 2 )  crossing of tracks . J )  site 
of Haasetts Tower, Barsham. 4) crossroads near Firtree Farm, Geldeston. i) two 
ponds at Geldeston. 6) St.Michaels Church, Stockton. 7 )Stockton Stone . S)two 
p;onds at Ra.veningham . 9 )-well at Ra:veningham. IO) St .Margaret ' s  church, ,.Hales. 
This ley has been confirmed by Mike on the I :50, 000, 2t• and 611 maps, though 
not as yet by fieldwork. There is however no ley-line connecting the towers at 
Barsham and Norwich. 
o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o oBOOK REYIEHo o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 
0 IHE IEY HUNTER1S COMPANION, By Paul Devereux & Ian Thomson. Thbmes & Hudson� 
0 216 pp. (Hardback) .  £6. 50. 0 

0 If I had not read Alfred Wa\kins first, I, think this book would have star- 0 
0 ted me on the trail of ley lines . Without doubt, i t  is the best, most corn- 0 
0 prhensible and comprehensive Wor�. on t he  subject since 'The Old Straight 0 

0 !rack ' way back in I925 . Deveretric & THomson, who really know \>�hat they are 0 � talking about, explain the history, mythology and methods of ley hunting 0 

in a simple exoteric manner, then delve into the me.ny and varied 'fringe r 0 

0 aspects with a cautious and restrain� hand. 0 
0 · The second section of the book is the result of a massive amount of 0 

0 fieldwork performed by the authors, giving a selec tion of leys from all 0 

0 ove• the country . Regm1tfully, Eas t' Anglia is represented by only · one al- 0 

0 ignment, a five-pointer in Norfolk that, I think, is . �ather on the scrap.. 0 

� py side . I wasn ' t  too happy with a few more :or the ley-points . apcepted by � 0 the authors either, but by and large, they seem to definitely prove tha.t 0 
0 which w knew ill along, namely that alignments CAN be dra'W!l betwen a 
0 number of ancient sites . This, ho\lever, is qnly half the story, and desp.. �-
0 ite the excellence of this book, I find myself still unable to accept any 0 
0 of the theories put forward for the exis tence of l�ys . The 'Companion' is 0 0 copiously illustrated - inde�, �lmost . wei�hed-down by th� number of pho- 0 
0 tographs, drawings and maps mc:tuc;l�d. Desp�te much enthus�asm currently 0 
0 being vo,.ced for the use of aerial· photos, several of which are dispUyed 0 
0 here, pe:sonally I consider_ them :O.f _ li ttle value; since they do no more 0 0 than a.ff�rm the accuracy of the la.r�:-:seale . map�� 0 
0 ._ •.. There are few books on geomancy :·a.nd related . subj�ts. that I could real- 0 '"o.., '·ly say I haye enj eyed re�ing, , but the _ ' IJ3y  Huntertt.;,pompanion ' is one or . 0 . 
0 those exceptions . If no�hing· else, it has s.erveq . t.o stir me· out :0r Jey" ap.. 
0 c.tb7 (and . Jey" armchair) ,1.n .�rder to .sally fo.�th and ac::tually �lk the leys . -� 
0 themselves . In previOU$ years I n�ve, comp1ained Jthat . .  t he  l.afidsca.� .. o.r No:r� 0 
0 . folk. and Suffolk waS :reelly unsuitable. fo;r adequately follo� aJ,.ignments 'o  
0 but 'With persev�r�e it can be dot\e•  The. resuJ.ts · of my ·excU.r$:L�� - l4ll. {1. 0 
0 hope) shortly be appearing in t�e pages of ' Lantern ' • _ . , : ·· .  : :,ri ·• · . . : ()· 
0 Despite the few niggling detail.s that I 've :alteact;:. :�eAtioJ:led, �t r<t.alli . .  0 
0 ie a superb 'WOrk, and I can ·only .say that if you haven 1 t already eot it, 

the GET ITl ' · . , 0 
o , · · ' o ·  

· o  .o · o a o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o J O· G o .  Q- -.o · o . $:.:c) . e o Q. :·e--e�o o o o o o  . .  ":�.: 
4PY¥1Ir:&S�-� �LYING _ S,:AUCEBS1 meeting.s, . skywa,tc�es, . pe"fSl'etter, · photos• details : 

� :. s .'llr,.e. Br�tish UFO Society, 47 Belsize Square, Lond-5tt, · ·NW3 ..,- · - ·  --··· · ·· · ·· · 

· WARMINSTER, UFO and ley centre . Weeke!ld .&- . holiday_ accomodation available to UFO 
·· researehers, slcy'watchers, ley huntexi!J��imd any other' 'to1.k intereste d in New Age 
subjects or ancient 'mysteries t .  s.·e:.·a.  for detnils, UFO Service s, 47 Belsize 

"· ' Square, London, NW3 .  . . 
+ + + • + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

jj\QK NYMSERS.: THERE ARE BACK NUMBERS OF RECENI' EDITiqNS OF lANTERN AVA ilABLE . · · 

''PlEASE WRITE TO THE EDITOR FOR DETAILS . + + + + +. + + + + + + . +  

THE NEXT EDITION OF LANTERN WilL BE AVAilABlE IN JANUARYI980 . PlEASE MAKE SU!E' 
OF YOUR CO:PY BY TAKING OUT A SUBSCRIPTION. IF YOU ARE A SUBSCRIBER THEN ·. ' TElL . 

YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT IANl'EBN ... WE STILL NEED AND VAUJE YOUR ' SUPPORT + + + + + · + -- . '· . 

� + . + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + � + � � 
IO • 

. : . ·  
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Please not e  that 'all copies <>f E3NA C..casional Papers No s . 1  (Standing Stonee ) 
and 2(Wells and Cro sses ) are now SOLD :�uT . Thanks to everyone who bought a 
copy of either,. but no more o rders pleas e ! A few copi es of the Bury Zodiac · < ·  
paper are still remaining , pri ce £1 ( inc .p  & p ) from the addre s s  ·below . < 1 1 i 

;. •!/ �- ; 

lh...lZ. • • • CROSS�HHh'P-1-(See No . 2 )Way back in ' Spell'Thorn 1 1 , 1 included an old 
newspaper clipping s ent by Mr . W .  J .  Chambers about an 1 ancient stone monu­
ment ' known as ' Hickathrift ' s Candlestick '  , suppo sedly in a village in Nor­
folk called Marshland Sme eth and asked for mo re information . The following 
has since come to light , by B�sil Cozen8-H.r�.rdy, in . 1 No rf . Archaeology ' , Vol . 25 , 
p . 324-5 : 11Sm.eP.th , Trv� , in  Marshlaoo-In IVJarch 1 929 ,1abo m'ers were filling up 
a pond in a field just nort.h o f Smeeth Road Station and known as ' Hicifric ' s  
Hand Basin 1 . It i s really a S candinavian doom ring , the meeting place for 

· centuri es o f  the inhabitant s  of the Seven Towns of ��r8hland ,whi ch had · 

common right s over the 1 256 acres of fine pasture land known as th� Smeeth . 
For thi s filling , soil was cart ed from a 1 hill 1 adjo ining , and a large .pede­
stal 2 1 9 1 1 square and 1 1 9 1 1 high with stop-angles was unearthed . Two  feet - of 
the shaft , now po inted , survive . The cro s s  has been moved into the hedge next 
the main road . It wa s at thi s  cro s s  , situat ed a s  shown in Sir \IJilliam Dug­
dale ' s  map in the middle o f  the Smeeth , that the commoners met at midsummer . "  

No . 38 • • •  FORTEANA�!-�-'nYH�The ' East Anglian Magazine 1 , Vol . 1 7 , p . 1 67 & 298 ,ment­
ions two showers of frogs , known locally a s  ' Freshers 1 . Th e  first , about 1 890 , 
occurred at a farm in Wetherings ett (auffolk ) ,where th e creatures were des c ­
ribed as 1 1yellow or dull green in co lo ur and almo st 1 !" long . 1 1 Th e  s econd 
fall was in about 1 9 1 1 , being 1 1a shower of tiny frogs 1 1  v.hich fell on a farm 
at Sto ckton ( Norfolk ) , th�n vani sh ed . 

No . 39  . . . QUERY-lHHHP-<-Yo ur ' Lant ern ' editor wo uld like t o  know i f  anyone has 
any information on th e ritual t Burning of the Golden Wherry ' whi ch , until 
a few years ago , provided th e culmination o f  the annual Oulton Broad Regatta . 
Just how far back do es this tradit ion go , and what , if anything , do e s  it sig­
nify? Is it anything to do with the legend of the phantom wherry ' Mayfly ' ?  

No .40 . . .  ROADSIDE BURIAVh'B*-�'*(S oe ' Lantern 1 24 ) 1Uan Murdie o f  Bury St . Edm­
unds has sent t�e following tale ,which he fo und in ' Notes on Rattlesden 1 ,  
by Rev . J .R .Olorensho.w( 1 900 ) : " 1 8 1 5 ( Circa )About this time it is said that a 
boy nnmed Otterwell ( ? ) , aged from 1 4  to 1 5 , hung hims elf , having been caught 
st ealing beans . Hi s  body w�s dragged upon a slide to the pla c e  wh ere the 
sign post is at the �'Vater run and there buri ed . 1 1  JUan adds that 11there is , 
apparently , no reco rd o f  thi s  boy ' s ��ath and burial in th e pari sh regi s -
t ers . 1 1 '. 

No ,41 • • •  �->P�'-'�HH�(See No . 22 ) Alan l'iurdie also t ells us that the name 1 1r1on­
ster of the Green" a s  appli ed to Walberswick , is us ed by A . A .Y.tacGregor in 
his ' Gho st Book 1 ( 1 95 5 ) , referring to our old fri end , Black Shuck . Anyone got 
any shuck stori e s  from lrJalberswick? 

No e42 • • •  OLD I..ORE�H-'->H�Until its removal sometime aro und 1 800 , the spire of 
St . Nicholas 1 church , Gt . Yarmouth , s eemed to suffer from some kind o f  ' spinal 
curvature 1 • The saying was ,  that when an old maid di es , the st eeple nods . 
Another wryly told that the s pire had become c rooked through a virgin hav­
ing once been married there . ''Whichever way you turned your eye , it always 
seemed to be awry . " . 

The Suffolk author �an Jobson , in vario us of hi s reminiscenc es , recalls 
a hollow in the bed of the Minsmere Stream , a  little downstream from Ra ck-



. ' 

ford Bridge ,Middleton , called 1 Nother Lumkin 1 s  Hole 1 . Into this , it is said , 
a horse and cart onc e disappear ed and wns never s e en again .Also , Jobson, 
when he was very small , remember s being 1 1warned off going too clo s e , lest I 
should be crammed in , that is hooked by some malevolent creature that lived 
under the wat er . 1 1  

No .43 . . . FORTEANAih':-:.'-'** 1M9.gna Brittania 1 , by the Rev . Thomas Cox( 1 720 ) , t ells 
on page 265 of Mundesley in Norfolk , 1 1 • 

• •  where not many Years ago at a Cliff 
were taken up some large Bones , ( thought to be of a Mons ter )which were put­
rify

.
' d' 11 
And on pages .361 -2:  "On the 1 2th of August 1 581  there aro s e a terrible 

Tempest of Thunder and Lightning ,with Hail-Stone s  in Shape like the Rowels 
o f  Spurs ,whi ch beat the Corn flat to the Gro und , tore up many Trees by the 
Root� 1 and shatt ered them to Pie ces . At Hemming( Horning ? ) a  Mile from Worstead 
( Norfolk)the West Door of the Church , though it weighed above 300 Pounds 

Weight ,was lifted off from the Hinges , and blown over the Font into the Body 
of the Church ;within a Yard of the Chacel . lhe Roof of the Church was lifted 
up , and the Lead blown away, five Sheets of it ,Wr-apt up together like a Glove ' 
was found . in a Fi eld beyond the Churchyard . 1 1  

No .44. �  .�HHHH!-(See No . 35 )Alan rllurdie of Bury has been busy for us a.g�in, 
this time with reference to Barton Here . Although Una.ble to confirm the --ale 
that its waters once ros e  and fell with the price of corn , he heard from a 
local woman th e old tradition. that 1 1a  ghostly woman rode acro s s  the mere on 
a phantom horse on c ertain days of the year .She had heard this story as a 
child from her father . 1 1 
No .45 u  .STONEiHHHH*'The huge lump o f  ro ck known a s  the Chediston Stone has 
been mentioned several times in previous 1 Lanterns 1 , but I ' ve since come 
acro s s  some more info , to be found in ' Suffolk Fair 1 , Vol .  1 ) No . 1 1  , om pages 
32-3 .As the Stone was onc e allegedly 30 feet high , some old folk reckoned 
that smugglers on the coast us ed to use it as a guide ,whilst one old lady 
recalled that ,when a child , she wa s o ften told that , if she stood qui t e  still 
and watched the Stone , she would see it slowly turning round on its base . 

Noe46�  � .TUNNEL�HHH:--l�(See No . 1 7  ) A  different .version now o f  the tunnel said 
to run from Gresham Cro s s  to Beeston Priory in Norfolk , plus more of the 
efforts to find the elusive ' Golden Calf 1 .J . Cox writes in the 1 E . Anglian , 
o r  Notes & Queries .' for 1 885-6(Vol . 1  , p . 60 ) : " ( The cro s s ) • • •  is spoken of as 
marking the place where religious meetings were held in times · gone by • • •  

a subterraneous passage is suppo s ed no run from the ruined Castle at Gresham, 
underneath ·the Cro s s , to Beeston Abbey . In this passage , a  golden image , shaped 
like a calf ; i s  said to be los t  • • •  sixty years ago , a  ' cunning man ' was eng­
aged by an old lady to s earch underneath her property, in the parish of Gr­
esham , for thi s calf . A  pit was s unk in the old lady ' s parlour , about t mile 
from the cro ss , and hundreds of loads of soil excavated ,without any result . 

As the excavators began to undermine the adjacent property , belonging at 
that time to Admiral Luken , of Felbrigg Hall , a stop was put to further proc­
eedings , and th e golden calf still remains to be found . 11 
No,£a • • •  OLD LOREi.H�{-An anonymous ,undated booklet called 1 The Earth No Lon­
ger Bare and Oth er Essays ' , p . 86 , tells of a field on Waterloo Farm at Stur­
ston , Norfolk ,known as ' Hangman ' s Round 1 . The name is explained by the tale 
that 1 1a Parson-Squire hanged himself from the branches of one of the anc­
i ent oaks \\hich still . stand . " 
No.4§� � �FORTEANA�h'*'*''f*"In the mon�h of November last , 1 660 1 in some parts of 
Norfolk ,were such Multitudes of meddow-mi� e , that in many hundred Acres to­
gether ;one could hardly s et down his foot without treading on them ; they 
did eat up the roots of the grass , a.nd -in one Mr r.Spelman 1 s  ground,as himself 
confest , they have spoiled him so much grass as us ed to keep 1 30 fat cattle , 
h e  feared, also , he should be damnified by them £300 in a field of Coleseed . 
We find that in the same month of Novem .Anno , 1 580 , at South-Minst er , in  Essex, 
there appeared an infinite number of Vdc e ,which overwhelmed the whole Earth 
in tho s e  Marches • • • 11 Michael W. Burgess . 

E.S .N.A . , 21 ,Kirkley Gardens , Lowestoft , Suffolk . ' Phone (0502) 69604. 
-**** �"* **Ehd of 1 SpellThorn 1 No . 5 .i** *"' 


